been noticed several times, a routine was developed in order to determine whether this difference was constant at all times, and with different patients. At the end of a treatment for eclampsia the patient was left lying on her left side, a position she had been in for about three minutes, usually, and stripped to the waist. The blood pressure was then taken and noted, and the patient immediately thereafter, asked to roll on to her back. In order to allow the blood pressure to settle down after the muscular effort required to roll on to the back, which was quite considerable sometimes at full time, the patient was allowed to rest for a minute, after which the blood pressure was again taken. Without exception, the back blood pressure was always higher, by about 15 to 20 mm. Hg. than the side blood pressure.
The preliminary investigation was done on 
